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Aiken, Joan. Up Ihe Chimney Down and Olher Siories. New York, Harper &
Row Junior Books. ISBN 0-06-020037-5. 248p.
Here are eleven short stories ranging from the outlandish to true
pathos, The Dog on Ihe Roof who jumps off and his friend the horse
who eats a boatload of spinach or The Happiesl Sheep in London who
rides in a bargain-sale wheel chair are sheer wit, weird and wacky.
There is something satisfying in finding that bad witches come to
bad ends. Miss Hoofing is turned into an owl for her plotting, Mrs.
Muesli by a lifetime of scheming springs the inescapable trap.
Sandwiched in between all these are some serious and somber
stories told with great power. The Gifl Giving is the best Christmas
story I have read in four or five years. Chrislmas at Troy details a lifechoice that is stunning, The Missing Heir is had-to-read-it-twice
subtle.
I suppose that The Midnighl Rose and POller's Gray are my
favorites--suppose because it's hard to choose in this set. The rose,
from the beginning of the world, blooms one last time in the village of
Wish Wintergreen .... The British Ambassador's son for a few
moments sees the world as it really is and sees everything come to life
in the Louvre, even the painting of Potter's gray horse.--Thomas
Hinckley

Aliki. Dinosaurs are Differenl. Thomas Y. Crowell, 1985. ISBN 0-69004458-5 (lib. bdg). $11.89. 32p.
A
Before this book I too had lumped dinosaurs into plant eaters and
1- 4
meat meaters. Aliki guides the reader through a pictorial dinosaur
museum with precise drawings, clear labels and concise definitions that
Nonfict
show how dinosaurs are divided into lizard-hipped (saurischians) and
PB
bird-hipped types (ornithischians). The lizard hips have one pelvic bone
pointing forward and one back. The bird hipped ones have pelvic bones
that both point backwards. With red and green bones attached to a
purple one it is easy for the reader to know exactly what bones are
referred to. The other difference is the teeth and that also is clearly
shown with color coding.
The saurischians (lizard-hipped dinosaurs) are divided into sauropods
(giant plant eaters who walked on 4 legs) and therapods who walked on
2 legs and ate meat. You now know that tyrannosaurus was a therapod.
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The ornithischians (bird-hipped) were divided inlO 4 groups--one
had 2 strong legs, one had a duckbill, one had a parrot beak and the
fourth walked on 4 legs and had horny protectors.
Aliki's family of dinosaurs makes a lot of sense out of these huge
beasts of long ago plus the children in this book museum have
marvelous fun with their running line of comments about each dinosaur
(like the two children at closing time who are both saying "This way"
and each is pointing in the opposite direction or the child who looks at
the horns and bony collar of the triceratops and comments, "A lot to
carry around.").
Aliki's Let's-Read-and-Find-Out Science Book about dinosaurs is a
must for all youngsters (and their parents) fascinated by dinosaurs.
--Lillian Heil
Aylesworth, James. Shenandoah Noah . IIIus. by Glen Rounds. Holt Rinehart
and Winston, 1985. ISBN 0-03-003749-2. $11.95. Unpaged.
Shenandoah Noah appeals to the lazy streak in all of us . His life
sounds especially desirable when pressure and deadlines build up 10 a
point where the individual feels he's being controlled by them instead of
the other way around.
Shenandoah Noah's solution was to live in the mountains where he
could stay happy just sitting in the shade. He did not choose 10 farm
with his kin in the valley because "farming means plowing and
plowing means walking behind a mule in the hot sun and walking
behind a mule in the hot sun means work and work is something that
Shenandoah Noah doesn't care for."
However, one day his kin saw smoke coming from the mountain
and knowing his dislike for physical activity they went to see what was
wrong.
The rhythmic repetition of the story tellers cadence plus the
elegantly simple line drawings describe the amusing circumstances of
Shenandoah's desperate need to build a fIre and the comedy of errors that
frightened his nephew away without ever fInding out why his uncle was
actually working.
Enjoy this story aloud and you'll fInd yourself imitating the
rhythm of the phrase that always ends with "and work is something that
Shenandoah Noah doesn't care for." --Lillian Heil

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol6/iss3/3

13

A

1- 4

Fict
FE

2

-

-

..---

-. ~~~~~~~~~-------~---------

Hinckley et al.: Book Reviews
BRIGHAM YOUNG UNIV ERSITY

C
7- 10

Fict

Babbitt, Lucy Cullyford. The Oval Amulet. Harper & Row, 1985. ISBN 006-020299-8. 243p.
Had The Oval Amulet been published by Feminist Press and
written by Betty Friedan, its chauvinistic outlook on male subservience
might have been, if not palatable, at least understandable. Under the
guise of a juvenile fantasy, it is neither.
In Lexterre, a kingdom once ruled by a couple, Paragrin finds
herself out-of-step with the exptected modest sensuality of the Maiden
Dance, and leaves to return to The Melde where life is not so
demanding. Her adventures as she travels incognito include an
underground kingdom of women, the development of a "relationship"
with one of her traveling companions (who is a young man), her
discovery of the meaning of the amulet she has worn hidden since the
day of her banishment from The Melde much earlier, and fmally her
place as the dominant ruler in a colony of fiercely independent women
and such men as are left from the war. The story's constant emphasis
on inadequate, cruel and stupid men is not subtle or particularly
effective since no character is developed beyond the talking puppet
stage. There is action enough for the inveterate fantasy reader, but the
frequent preaching may turn even him (whoops, sorry) off.--Janet
Francis

Blassingame, Wyatt. Wonders of Sharks. Dodd Mead, 1984. ISBN 0-39608463-X. $9.95. 96p.
The topic of sharks is fascinating because of their size, speed,
A
ferocious appearance, and the terrifying stories that have been circulated
4+
about them. As a matter of fact three times as many people are killed
Nonfict
by bee stings each year in the U.S. alone as are killed by sharks in the
whole world.
The study of sharks became a matter of prime concern during World
War II because of the wildly exaggerated stories circulating about sharks
devouring plane crews downed at sea. Blassingame's book reports on
some of the facts that have been discovered about sharks. For example,
sharks have endless sets of teeth which keep growing in as the front set
wears down or falls out; sharks fly in the water or move through it as
airplanes move through the air; since water helps support its internal
organs the shark does not have muscular support for its stomach and if
lifted out of water head down its stomach may spill out of its mouth
(with a photograph showing just such an occurrence).
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The comprehensive IOpics in this book include the shark's
evolution, eating habits, reproduction, attacks on humans, their
nOlOrious unpredictability, intelligence, legends, sharks and porpoises,
fishing sharks for sport and man-eaters.
Given the fact that the subject of sharks rates so high on the
human interest scale, this book should have wide appeal for children and
will dispell some of the erroneous myths surrounding a large family
(about 350 species in the family) of sea creatures .--Lillian Heil
Bunting, Eve. Sharks. Photographs by Flip Nicklin. Harcourt Brace
Jovanovich, 1979. ISBN 0-15-271952-0. $6.95. SOp.
Bunting begins her book by explaining that sharks have existed as
long as dinosaurs and obviously are better adapted 10 their environment
than the huge animals known to us only through their skeletal remains.
She ends it with a brief commentary on man's unreasonable hate for
sharks, some men's desire to wipe out all sharks and finally a
description of the integral part these creatures have in the underwater
cycle of nature. In between are chapters about shark habits, ways of
studying them, their super sense of smell, baby sharks and detailed
descriptions of several varieties. Though the book is small it is not
written for young children but would be very intriguing to children of
about fourth grade and older.
Bunting does not overemphasize the shark attacks on humans, but
she certainly lets her reader know that they are dangerous wild animals.
Especially interesting are the tremendous distances that sharks have
traveled (one tagged shark went 2700 miles in 4 months), how easily
they can be fatally injured by handling because their abdominal walls
are so thin, and how some sharks can bring their stomachs out through
their mouths rinse out food that disagrees with them and then slip the
stomach back down into place.
At the same time the author lets the reader kow that much of shark
behavior is still a mystery. She cites only two instances of scientists
being able to observe any shark species mating and that only one whale
shark egg has ever been found to let us know that the whale shark is
oviparous (fertilized egg pushed out by the mother and hatched in the
water). She points out that sharks are hard to study because they are
shy of humans, swim a lot of the time in depths too deep for divers,
range over great distances and are difficult or impossible 10 keep in
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captivity. (Sea World in San Diego kept a 4 112 foot great white alive
for only 5 days).
Sharks is a small book packed with interesting information about
sharks. Nicklin's photographs are remarkably clear, and colorful
capturing the grandeur and grace of this mysterious and dangerous sea
creature. --Lillian Heil

A

4+
Fict

A

4+
Fi ct

Carroll, Lewis (Charles Lutwidge Dodgson is his real name). Alice's Adventures
in Wonderland .. This is a facsimile of the original edition, reproduced
and bound exactly as it appeared when first published in 1866 by
Macmillan and Co., London, Published by Macmillan's Children's
Books in the United Kingdom in 1984 and re-issued in the United
States by Alfred Knopf, New York. ISBN 0-394-86936-2 (Set--Alice
and Through the Looking Glass). $13.95.
'It contains the author approved text and typeface and all the
original illustrations by John Tenniel.' As we now know from the
suppressed portion of Through the Looking Glass, 'The Wasp in the
Wig' Tenniel and Carroll must have hovered over each others shoulders,
each doing the others job. Not only did Carroll approve Tenniel's
drawings, Tenniel 'with all submission', approved Carroll's text
Because of his intimate working relationship, most of us have corne to
think of the Tenniel vignettes as not only the approved illustrations,
but the only way of doing it--Thomas Hinckley
Carroll, Lewis. Alice's Adventures in Woncerland. Illus. by Justin Todd. New
York, Crown Publishers . ISBN 0-517-55591-3. $10.95.
Todd has been able to take a completely fresh look at Alice and has
thus accomplished two significant things; he has captured the fantasy
of colour, and shown a wholely new approach to the story. When I
flfSt opened the book, I thought, 'Where did he get those colours?' And
when I started to re-read, the story changed that notion to, 'But how
could it be anything else?'
Tenniel gives us only little vignettes in the episode of Bill:
'cramped Alice', 'rabbit in the cucumber-frame', and 'there goes Bill'.
Todd sees this in a grave sweeping frame with Alice cramped in a cutaway house and all the activity around the house. Reading this in the
impeccable typography with the stunning coloured illustrations has
made Alice a whole new experience.--Thomas Hinckley

16
Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 1985

5

.,
Children's Book and Media Review, Vol. 6 [1985], Iss. 3, Art. 3
C HI LD REN'S BOO K REV IEW

Carroll, Lewis. Alice's Adventures in Wonderland. Illus . by Barry Moser.
Preface and notes by James R. Kincaid. Text edited by Selwyn H.
Goodacre. Berkley, The University of California Press. ISBN not
given. $24.95
There are two Alice's who exist at opposite poles ; if you know one
you never dream of the other. One is the Alice of the children and the
other is the Alice of the Adul ts . For the children Carroll is a weird,
wild, wacky nineteenth century Joan Aiken whose Alice drinks first and
considers the cost later. The adults want Carroll psychoanalyzed. They
are not sure they want their children playing with Alice. From
Freudian jungles they bring us Carroll as a shrunken head. Barry
Moser's brooding wood cats give me a Peter Pan complex.
The Bixlers have set the typographic standard against which all
other Alice's shall be judged. Alice, in Bembo, is the most readable and
compelling text yet set I treasure this book even though I1l never
attain the adult view. My only reservation is the annotation: it's like
that Freshman who always sits behind me at the cinema who can
explain everything in a British film except why they're playing 'My
Country Tis of Thee'.--Thomas Hinckley
Christian, Mary Blount. Dean Man in Catfish Bay. Albert Whitman &
Company, 1985. ISBN 0-8075-1522-1. $8 .95. 136p.
A mediocre mystery plot, mediocre writing, and an overused theme
join forces with the expected result. Imagine a teenage hood, convicted
of car theft, referring to the car as "nifty" and you have an idea of the
writing. The plot centers around teenage Cam who is spending the
summer with an uncle in a fishing port trying to prove he is responsible enough to have the blot on his record erased. He is drawn into
helping a Vietnamese family who are being persecuted by the Ku Klux
Klan. The one glimmer of insight takes place when Cam realizes that
by following his buddy back home into various destructive episodes, he
has been no better than the Klanners. A troubled teenager might need
that message but he or she would have a hard time identifying with
Cam.--Lovisa Lyman
Clark, Margaret Goff. The Latchkey Mystery. New York, Dodd, Mead and
Company, 1985. ISBN 0-396-08639-X. $10.95. 128p.
A quick, light mystery for young readers which has a fresh touch in
its approaching possible problems of young children of working parents
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who wear "Latchkey" chains around their necks and go home alone after
school to spend late hours in their empty homes. This one has a
welcome warmth in the growing friendship of Minda, new in town,
with a group of children who decide to form a neighborhood watch to
find some answers to a rash of burglaries in their neighbors' homes .
The plot, though it is a bit much for realism (as mysteries are) is tight
and exciting, and the story itself has some values beyond the average
junior mystery.--Carol V. Oaks
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DeArmond, Dale. Berry Woman's Children. Greenwillow, 1985. ISBN 0-68805814-0. $10.25. 4Op.
In only forty pages, DeArmond presents an introduction to Alaska's
Berry Woman, sixteen stories about the animals she watches, and a
glossary of Eskimo terms. All of the tales about Berry Woman's
children are very short, and the format of each is leaner and less
developed than stories children are used to hearing. Nonetheless, they
display a charm which gives insight into Eskimo folklore and myth by
their unique style as well as their unmistakable Alaska content
Each tale is extended and strengthened by a bold and attractive
black-on-white woodcut suggesting the flavor of native art.--James
Jacobs
dePaola, Tomie. Mother Goose. Putnam, 1985. ISBN 0-399-21258-2.
$17.95. 128p.
One of the most published books for children is Mother Goose.
So what does an additional version have to offer?
1. dePaola took most of his rhymes from the works of lona and
Peter Opie, the careful and conscientious collectors of children's verse,
games, stories and oral traditions in Britain. As a result, he has a
number of rhymes which are seldom included in other coUections--plus
he has the complete versions of rhymes generally known by a few
lines. ("Old Mother Goose,lWhen she wanted to wander,! Would ride
through the air/ on a very fme gander" has fourteen additional verses in
his collection.)
2. dePaola's unmistakable style brings visual appeal and whimsy
to the verses. The page layouts are varied, the situations depicted in
the verses are cleverly conceived, and the children offer a racial and
ethnic variety.

Fie
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The enduring attraction of Mother Goose is Mother Goose, and
dePaola has helped us all by choosing and illustrating well.--James
Jacobs
Douglass, Barbara. The Chocolate Chip Cookie Contest. New York: Lothrop,
Lee & Shepard Books, 1985. ISBN 0-688-04044-6 (lib. bdg.)
$13.00. Unpaginated.
Douglass' book is a picture book for all ages. Kevin is determined
to win the cookie-baking contest but he has only a few hours to perfect
a recipe, collect the ingredients, and produce his masterpieces. Cory is
his faithful sidekick. Together they find out enough about cookies to
please any child. The winning recipe is included.--Lovisa Lyman
Englander, Roger. OPERA: What's All The Screaming About? Walker, 1983.
ISBN 0-8027-6491-6. $12.95. 192p.
This book would better have been titled Opera, An Insiders View
for Englander certainly provides us with intimate detail. Opera is the
most costly and complex of all the fine arts and for some of us the
most satisfying.
Using the broad framework of 'The Creators, The Interpreters, The
Appreciators', Englander lavishes interesting detail and insight from the
first page. For one whose opera experience has been forty years of
Saturday Met Broadcasts, this book provides what I've missed: the aura
of the opera house. I can hardly wait to go to Covent Garden.--Thomas
Hinckley
Fleischman, Paul. Coming-And-Going Men--Four Tales. Illustrated by Randy
Gaul. Harper & Row, 1985. ISBN 0-06-021884-3. $10.89. 147p.
New Canaan, Vermont in the year 1800 is the setting for the four
stories contained in this book.
Mr. Cyrus Snype, the silhouette cutter, reads character in faces. In
all his years of experience he had never found an honest face . . . until
he saw Bethany Beal of New Canaan. The sight of her makes him
suddenly able to see good in others. Because of her he decides to
become a better person himself. With odd twists and turns, like the
cutting of a si Ihouette, this first tale involves the reader in the lives of
several new Canaanites and the peculiar coming-and-going man, Cyrus
Snype.
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Mr. Hamby comes to town selling ballads and broadsides. With
the lyrics of a song he is able to help Joram, the chandler's apprentice,
turn away from his obsession with hunting and destroying crows.
Joram sees the truth and faces it, which is something his master had
never done. Joram realizes that he has learned much from his master,
but not about candlemaking. Mr. Hamby mysteriously shapes Joram's
understanding and the boy becomes a man.
The next tale is about Mr. Fyfe and his son, Patrick, who use their
skills to create illusions for the ignorant who cannot see what is really
there--only paint dobbed on canvas. But Delia, a reader of romances,
opens Patrick's eyes to the beauties he helps to create, and at the same
time opens his heart to the stirrings of love.
In the fmal tale, a young woman, Ida, makes a peculiar exchange
with young Jonathan Wardwell, a fledgling peddler of dyes and trade
goods. He gives her a continuation of life. She takes from him an
item he must unload to become a success in the eyes of his father.
Both Ida and Jonathan gain more than they bargained for.
Each tale is preceded by black and white illustrations which help
set the stage and create a mood. Fleischman's characters are rich-swarming with good and bad, wisdom and ignorance. Many of the
inhabitants of New Canaan show up in more than one story, thereby
threading all the tales together and making the reader feel more a part of
that community.
Communication appears to be the connecting theme. In each story
the author shows how easily it can be abused, misunderstood or fail to
reveal the truth. He also demonstrates how it is successfully employed.
Fleischman's masterful use of language creates beautiful, vibrant
images that bring out the plots, characters, times and locations for each
of his intriguing tales. He flavors each story with just the right
amount of humor. Read aloud or silently, all four stories are darkly
delightful and brightly alive, causing the reader to think about them
long after the book is reshelved--Janice Card

G

Gallenkamp, Charles and Carolyn Meyer. The Mystery of the Ancient Maya. A
Margaret K. McElderry Book, Atheneum, 1985. ISBN 0-689-50319-9.
$11.95. 159p.
Meyer, a seasoned writer for children and Gallenkamp, authorA
archaeologist, join to produce a highly informative and readable
6- 8
volume. Palpable descriptions of Mayan ruins and ancient rites,
Nonfict
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vignettes from the journals of early explorers, and the most current
opinion are woven together in an attempt to shed light on the
mysterious beginning and the equally mysterious demise of the Maya.
The pages are liberally illustrated with drawings, photographs, and
maps in black and white. All illustrations are well integrated into the
text. At no point do the writers talk down to the reader. Still subjects
like the extremely complicated Maya calendar are made accessible.
There is enough substance to please even an adult reader.--Lovisa
Lyman
Goffstein, M.G. A Writer. Harper & Row, 1984. ISBN 0-06-0221243-7.
$11.89. Unpaged.
In an unassuming little picture book, Goffstein describes the work
of a writer in prose that is close to poetry. It is a book for readers of all
ages. All will enjoy the delicate, little illustrations that fill windows
on white pages.--Lovisa Lyman
The Gossipy Wife. Adapted from a Russian Tale and illustrated by
Amanda Hall. BedricklBlackie.
ISBN 0-911745-19-X. $10.95.
Unpaginated.
Amanda Hall's book jacket captures the essence of feeling in this
amusing folktale. On the front Katrina the gossip is telling the latest
juicy tidbit to a friend and on the back her husband Ivan is the picture of
pained resignation. But open the book and you will find that when Ivan
fmds a treasure that he wants to keep secret from his greedy landlord, he
rises to the occasion and comes up with a marvelously clever way to
get around his talkative wife. Hall's illustrations make us feel that we
are in the Russian countryside laughing at Ivan's witty solution and
Katrina's ever-open mouth.--Lillian Hell.
Greaves, Margaret Once There Were No Pandas. Illus. by Beverley Gooding.
Dutton, 1985. ISBN 0-525-44211-1. $11.95. Unpaginated.
The first time Chien-min entered the forest, she became lost and
discovered in her wanderings a white bear cub with a thorn in its paw.
The mother bear returned shortly and led Chien-min safely home. The
girl and the white bears became close friends and visited often in the
forest
Once when the mother bear was away, a leopard attacked a cub.
Chien-min instinctively ran to protect him, and did so, but at the cost
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of her own life. All the white bears gathered to mourn their loss.
Their tears mixed with the dust of the earth, leaving great black smears
across the bears' faces and bodies as they rubbed their eyes and beat
themselves in grief.
The Chinese legend itself is appealing, this retelling reads well, and
the pictures--especially of the pandas--are engaging without being coy.
It has all the earmarks of a successful read-aloud and satisfying
individual tale.--James Jacobs

A

5+

Fict

Hastings, Selina. Sir Gawain and the Loathly Lady. IIIus. by Juan Wijngaard.
Lothrop, 1985. ISBN 0-688-05823-X. $13.00. 29p.
When King Arthur's life is threatened, only a repulsive,
misshapened hag has the power to save him but will not do so unless
he grants her a wish in return. He readily agrees, unaware she wants the
hand of one of his knights in marriage. Sir Gawain is the only knight
to volunteer himself, and in doing so eventually breaks the evil spell
which has trapped a beautiful maiden in a hag's body.
Focused upon the riddle, "What do women most desire?" this
ancient tale has proven appeal. And Hastings' smooth retelling captures
both the antiquity and the power of the story in prose which suggests
language of an earlier time but is direct and readable. (Adults reading
aloud to young children may want to omit one instance of strong
profanity. )
Each picture has double borders, one narrow and the other wide and
ornate, which set off detailed scenes reminiscent of tapestry. The
lingering memory of the art is the truly horrible hag. Often the reader's
imagination can create images which are individually stronger than an
artist's interpretation. In this case, I defer to the skill of Winjgaard.
In all, an appealing tale well told and well iIIustrated.--J ames
Jacobs

Jeffers, Susan. Silent Night. IIIus. by Susan Jeffers. Dutton, 1984. ISBN 0525-44144-1. $12.58. 32p.
Welcome as always, this elegant Christmas picturebook illustrates
A
the universal hymn, "Silent Night". It is large enough and clearly
K- 6
printed enough to serve as a general picture book of the Christian
Nonfict
celebration; it also includes a simple musical arrangement for use in
PB
singing.
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Most of the illustrations are depicted with a background of
midnight blue, pricked with a gentle wash of starlight, but the inside
scenes have a warm, sandy light, natural to a land full of sunlight and
even the crowds of people never violate the peaceful sense of the brief
text, except with joy.
Angels and shepherds, wise men, animals and townspeople, all
share the detailed, larger-than-life reality that is leffer's trademark. This
is surely one of the loveliest religious Christmas books around.--J anet
Francis
Keller, Beverly. Rosebud, With Fangs. Lothrop, Lee & Shepard Books, 1985.
ISBN 0-688-03747-X. $10.25. 156p.
Aggie's mother is on welfare. What can a woman without ajob,
no marketable skills, and four children hope for? Miraculously she
receives an inheritance but no one is sure if it is a blessing or a curse.
An uncle has left her fifty acres and a house one hundred miles from the
nearest town. Mother is determined that anything would be better than
what they have. She manages to buy an aging hippi van and Mother,
Aggie, Em, the pretty older sister, younger sister Oralee, and fIve-yearold hyperactive Harry chug off for parts unknown. The wilderness is
wilder than any of them had ever imagined. When mother has to leave
the children to look for help, a mad scientist changes little Harry into a
fearsome beast Together the family tries to save him before he is
cloned and sent out to take over the world. The writing is flawless .
The plot fantastic. The family dynamics totally believable.--Lovisa
Lyman
Klein, Norma. Snapshots. Dial Books for Young Readers, E.P. Dutton, Inc.,
1984. ISBN 0-8037-0129-2. $12.95. 176p.
Thirteen year olds Sean and Marc belong to a photography club.
They convince Marc's eight-year-old sister to pose for them in her
bathing suit. Someone at the film developing lab thinks the pictures
are pornographic and reports to the D.A.'s office. Sean and Marc find
themselves in serious trouble with their families and the law. Klein
does a good job of surprising the reader as well as the young
protagonists with the unexpected outcome of an innocent photograpy
session. Producing and selling child pornography is a serious crime and
certainly one that teenagers should be aware of. Unfortunately the book
makes no statement about true pornography. Rather it shows that the
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system is so flawed that the ones who get caught are the innocent. The
book is well-written with believable characters and smooth
development.--Lovisa Lyman
Knowlton, Jack. Maps and Globes. Illus. by Harriet Barton. New York,
Crowell. ISBN 0-690-04459-3. $9.87. 42p.
This is a fun book. The illustrations are splashy and the facts are
c
flashy. Grade school kids will have interesting experiences with globes
4- 8
and maps, scale and measurement, location, contours for land and
Nonfic t
underwater, and different types of maps. But pity the teachers who
come afterwards and have to unteach some of the myths.
Maps have always been adequate for the cultures that invented
them. Ancient maps were not 'crude' they just weren't used the same
way we use them. The stick charts show the standing swell pattern not
ocean currents and wave patterns. The ancients knew the earth was
spherical. The notion of a flat earth was a late medieval invention and
very short-lived. The 'size' Distortion of a Mercator projection is
interesting, but not more so than the 'shape' or 'direction' distortion of
an equal area projection.
And why are the only world projections in the book Mercator
projections?
In the hands of a teacher who knows geography, this will be a
useful book.--Thomas Hinckley
Lear, Edward (from the works of). A Learical Lexicon. Compiled by Myra Cohn
Livingston with drawings by Joseph Low. Margaret K. McElderry
Book, Atheneum, 1985. ISBN 0-689-50318-0. $12.95. Unpaginated.
A Learical Lexicon is " a magrifficent feest of boshblobberbosh and
A
phun from the vorx" of Edward Lear. Selected from Lear's letters and
4- 8
writings, Myra Cohn Livingston has put together an alphabetized list
of his most outrageous and delightful misspellings, hidden meanings
Nonfict
and made-up words to tickle the imagination of the reader and perhaps
PB
inspire him to kum up with sum of his own gnoo spillings.
If you've had a winter cold you'll appreciate the letter P with
"phits--phits of coffm," or for moments of perplexity try S
"scroobious--scroobious dubious doubtedfulness". Travelers will enjoy
J "libberolter--it is orfle cold here and I don't know what to do. I think
I shall go to Jibberolter, passing through Spain, and doing Portigle
later." Those who enjoy Lear's playful approach to the English
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language should not pass through this book later. Read it now.--Lillian
Heil
Lippman, Peter. America. Illus. by Peter Lippman. Crown, 1985. ISBN 0517-555360. $7 .95. 4Op.
This bright, colorful and energetic book does not fulfil
expectations. The intent is to characterize various parts of the country;
however, the sentences are rambling and biased in their content The
two-page spread pictures which depict areas within the United States,
are full of great detail--perhaps too much detail to be fully appreciated.
The idea behind this book has a lot of promise and potential in
addition to fulfilling a need as there are very few picture books of
America. However, the poor grammar and the biased attitudes spoil
this book.--Vivian Barker
Lobel, Arnold. Whiskers and Rhymes. Greenwillow, 1985. ISBN 0-68803836-0. $13 .00 48p.
The rhymes of Mother Goose have been so well polished over the
centuries the meter falls freely from the mouth and wears well on the
ear. The music of the verses is perhaps the strongest appeal of the old
rhymes, but additional plusses include brevity and variety. Listeners
get new cadence with each rhyme, and none lasts long enough to
become wearisome.
What does Arnold Lobel have in common with Mother Goose?
Three things: 1) musical language, 2) brevity, and 3) variety. In these
48 pages are fresh new rhymes with the same enduring, endearing
appeal of the Mother Goose rhymes. Lobel's ear has never been truer or
more finely tuned, resulting in verse which is nearly impossible to read
straightforwardly. These rhymes have been built from the ground up to
be chanted and sung, and only the most unyielding and calculating of
hearts can read through the pages without giving in to the music in the
short lines. Whiskers and Rhymes is a hit.--James Jacobs
Lowry, Lois. Anastasia On Her Own. Houghton-Mifflin, 1985. ISBN 0-39538133-9. $10.95. 131p.
This is the fifth book about Anastasia Krupnik and her farnily--and
none of them has lost appeal. In this episode Mrs. Krupnik (Katherine)
is called out of town to help with animations for a movie based on a
book she illustrated. While she is on the West Coast Anas tasia takes
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charge of housekeeping in the Krupnik home in the East. She thinks it
will be a snap. All that is needed is organization. She is a good
organizer so she creates a schedule for housekeeping. Throughout the
following days of her mother's absence it becomes necessary for
Anastasia to make frequent revisions of her schedule because of
important events that come up: her very first date; the visit of her
father's old girl friend; Sam's bout with Chicken Pox; and other
pressures for which she was unprepared. During this time the kitchen
becomes a disaster area, her brother, Sam, turns himself into a dot-todot road map; her father, Myron, has a nervous breakdown; her
boyfriend, Steve Harvey, creates a series of new names for her (none of
which she likes); and--most irnportant--Anastasia discovers that
housekeeping is not as easy as she thought, with or without a schedule.
Katherine returns home to a grateful family.
Those who are already Anastasia fans will want to read this latest
installment. Any who are still unacquainted with Anastasia will enjoy
getting to know her.--Janice Card
Mabie, Margot CJ. Vietnam There and Here . Holt, Rinehart and Winston,
1985. ISBN 0-03-07206-2. $11.95. 166p.
"Vietnam.
A
"Twenty-five years ago, many Americans had difficulty locating the
7 - 12
country on a map. Today, many Americans have difficulty locating the
Nonfict
war in their minds."
In what began as a research project, Mabie succeeds in illuminating
the war years for young readers. The book is not particularly easy
going for two reasons. First it is richly detailed with names and places
that are at times difficult to keep straight. Second it does not paint an
attractive picture of U.S. involvement and this will make some
uncomfortable. Still the treatment seems fair and thorough. For teens
born after Vietnam or for the adult reader who lived through the war but
didn't understand it, the book is a find.--Lovisa Lyman

A

Pr e- 2
Fi ct
PB

F

McCully, Emily Arnold. First Snow. Harper & Row, 1985. ISBN 006024129-2 (Jib. bdg.). $10.89. 32p.
McCully's wordless picture book, First Snow, shows the way the
mouse family (first seen in Picnic) celebrate the first snowfall with a
variety of skating and sledding activities. One little mouse in a pink
scarf isn't so sure the snow activities are worth the risk of spills.
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While the others skate, pink scarf stays near the shore; while the
others climb the hill, pink scarf hangs back. Finally the hesitant one
climbs the hill and looks down. With the help of the artist's
perspective, the reader feels the fear of the little mouse looking down
the steep slope. (All skiers know that hills are steeper from the top
than from the bottom.) After several pages of anxious stalling while
the family cheers the little mouse on, the pink scarfed mouse makes the
decision and comes flying down the hall with eyes bulging. She
discovers she likes it and the exhilaration of that excitement is portrayed
in a series of pictures showing the mouse allover the hill and fin all y
the last one down as the sun sets and the mouse family prepares to
leave. The end of a perfect day shows the little mouse sound asleep at
the dinner table.
McCully's pictures offer an opportunity to identify with the little
mouse who conquers fear, to feel the flying movement of sledding and
to see the fluffy peaceful look of a new snow (awfully deep for a first
one). --Lillian Heil
Mendoza, George. Henri Mouse. Illus. by loelle Boucher. Viking Kestrel,
1985. ISBN 0-670-36689-7. $10.95. Unpaginated.
You might guess from his name that Henri Mouse is an artist, but
you would never guess what a trouble maker he is. Not intentionally,
of course, but Henri used an ancient mouse master formula to make a
special magnetic paint which removes from real life everything that he
paints. You'll enjoy the comic situations that ensue when the bridge he
paints disappears, the front of a house, grandmother's sundae, a burglar,
and a rich lady's car. But be careful, Henri Mouse is still around and, as
the author warns, he might be thinking of painting you!--Lillian Heil
Pfeffer, Susan Beth. Fantasy Summer. Putnam, Pacer, 1984. ISBN 39921086-5. $10.95. 204p.
IMAGE Magazine advertises four internships: spend two months
in New York City working for IMAGE magazine, receive a make-over
and the possibility of being the cover model for the summer issue.
Thousands of girls apply, but only Robin, Annie, Ashley and Torey are
chosen. Each girl is different: Robin is quiet and withdrawn (the result
of the accidental death of her older and very popular sister a few months
before); Annie is very pretty and popular, but has a weight problem;
Ashley is a self-assured manipulator that everyone loves to hate; and
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Torey is from the Catskill Mountains, eager to taste the thrill of the
big city.
The summer doesn't turn out as planned however, as each girl
comes to terms with her own personal problems and the ability to deal
with relationships in the real world outside of high school.
Though this book is not a masterpiece of fiction, many teenagers
who are devoted readers of magazines such as "Seventeen" will fmd it
intriguing.--J an Addy
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Phillips, Mildred. The Sign in Mendel's Window. Illus. by Margot Zemach.
Macmillan, 1985. ISBN 0-02-774600-3. $12.95 . Unpaged.
Those who live in small towns will nod their heads; those who
live in large towns will chuckle. But all will enjoy the mutual concern
that the inhabitants of Kosnov have for each other. Mildred Phillips
catches the rhythm of the storyteller as she describes what happens to a
lying stranger who tries to cheat Mendel out of the coins he has earned
in his butcher shop. Margo Zenach's illustrations portray the tiny
village consisting of a few old wooden buildings literally leaning on
each other for support just as the people do. The barefoot people, the
voluminous skirts, colorful shawls and aprons all let the reader know
they are reading about a small town where people work: hard and care a
great deal about each other.--Lillian Heil

Sch,

Rahn, Joan Elma. More Plants That Changed History. Atheneum, 1985.
ISBN 0-689-31099-4. $10.95. 126p.
Rahn adds to the list of plants that have changed history in More
A
Plants That Changed History. The author describes the plants, tells
4+
how their use was discovered, how and why the plant became important
Nonfi ct
to the whole world and the influence its use had on events in history.
Three different sections make up the book. The flIst one is on
papyrus and paper. It starts with early written languages and shows
how much easier it was to write and carry around papyrus rolls in
comparison to clay tablets or metal sheets. Writing instruments are
described and shown (making it possible for the reader to try his own
hand at constructing a pen) plus the use of parchment, the development
of the codex book (the kind we read with pages folded and sewn up the
middle) and the alphabet. These allied to a heavier demand for paper
which finally made its way west 500 years at the Chinese lost the battle
of Tashkent to the Arabs and along with it the secret of making paper.
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Gutenberg's movable type combined all these discoveries into print and
the book explosion was on its way.
The stories of rubber and the China trade of tea, opium and tobacco
are equally fascinating. You'll discover how important plant diseases
are (Destroying the South American rubber industry) and why the seeds
taken from Brazil to Malaysia were free of the disease. You may be
surprised to learn that England became a nation of tea drinkers after
1669 and their demand for it helped to make 25% of the Chinese into
opium addicts. To show how big the trade became in 1830 England
bought 30 million pounds of tea and sent I.S million pounds of opium
into China. However, by the end of the century the British turned to
India for their tea, opium smuggling was then no longer profitable, but
it wasn't until after World War II that the communist government was
able to reduce the use of opium by taking stem measures to make it
illegal.
The author gives a wholistic picture of how plants have affected
history. It is written in straightforward and interesting prose. If you're
interested in the relationship between world events and plants, you'll
enjoy this book.--Lillian Heil
Schatell, Brian. The McGoonys Have a Party. J.P. Lippincott. ISBN 0-39732124-4 (lib. bdg.) $10.89. Unpaginated.
The McGoony formula for humor is simple and repetitious (and for
that reason can get tiresome). She misplaces things and he is a little
hard of hearing. In this book The McGoonys Have a Party there are
three episodes guaranteed to make children laugh particularly when Mrs .
McGoony, while searching for her hat, screams "Oh No! This is crazy!
Ijust want something to cover my hair!"
Mr. McGoony responds with, "Oh, you want underwear!" and pulls
out a yellow pair of shorts with red hearts on them.
One episode is a circular search for a purse which ends with her
despairing moan, "I need nickles and dimes, not pickles and limes!
This is getting worse and worse!" And of course that is the clue her
hard of hearing husband needs to start looking for the right thing and he
responds with, "Oh! ¥ou want your purse? It's right here in the cart.
All you had to do was ask!"
Schatell's drawings are like his formula for humor--simple and
effective. It's a format that could easily be used by children to make up
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their own silly "McGoony" episodes. So, have a party with the
McGoonys!--Lillian Heil
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Scholastic. Cooney, Caroline & others. Series title: Cheerleaders. Scholastic,
1985. Six volumes: Rumors by Caroline Cooney. ISBN 0-59033404-2. $2.25. 17Op.
Trying Out by Caroline Cooney. ISBN 0-590-33402-6. $2.25.
200p.
All the Way by Caroline Cooney. ISBN 0-590-33406-9. $2.25.
168p.
Feuding by Lisa Norby. ISBN 0-590-33405-0. $2.25. 168p.
Getting Even by Christopher Pike. ISBN 0-590-33403-4. $2.25.
185p.
'Cheerleaders' should be a sure-fire selling word in the young adult
(read that very young) book world, and the six volume series by that
name has all the glamour slick paper covers with bright-eyed girls in
living color can impart. All the appeal buttons are pushed and pushed
and pushed . .. as is the reader's credulity.
What the series does not have is literacy, interest appeal, plot,
character or staying power. From the first volume (Trying Out) when
fifty contestants (really?) are weeded down to the six finalists, through
the intricacies of wanting the same boy, surviving the wicked plotting
of the unchosen, dating another school's ball star and other earthshaking complexities, the four girls and two boys manage to remain
untouched by an honest emotion; unhampered by a compound sentence,
uncannily winning all games for Tareton High.
Supported by questionable grammatic structure: "she would have
preferred to date Pres than any other . .. " and enhanced by deathless
description: "he was shimmering desirably before her", this series will
surely occupy a shelf all its own in any young adult library. I hope!
--Janet Francis

Simon, Seymour. Saturn . Morrow, 1985. ISBN 0-688-05798-5. $11.75.
Unpaged.
Nonfiction books on the solar system generally appeal only to
A
those who already have an interest in space. Happily, Simon knows
2- 6
how to break a general rule. His information about Saturn and use of
Nonfi ct
splendid color photographs make this a desirable addition for even those
students who are not enthusiastic about the heavens.
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Examples: Because Saturn is made up mostly of gases, it is very
light and would float if an ocean large enough could be found. The
large rings around the planet are actually thousands of smaller rings
which look like the grooves in a phonograph record. They are also like
a record because they are thin and almost disappear when viewed from
the side.
A number of the photographs are stunning enough to be mounted,
framed and hung--particularly the one taken with special fIlters which
reveals the spectrum of colors in the cloud layer covering Saturn, and
the final shot which shows the siark beauty of the planet half in
shadow. A winner.--James Jacobs
Steele, Mary Q. The First of the Penguins. Greenwillow Books, 1973. Reissue 1985. ISBN 0-688-04801-3. $10.25. 152p.
This book has been a favorite of youngsters where they have been
able to find it. It tells the story of Jim, who sometimes felt that really,
the only reason he and George were friends was that they were both
short and always found themselves together at the back of the lines in
gym class. And really, George was crazy ... but sometimes he was
nice, and there were a lot of strange wild adventures that happened only
when they were together ... like the polar bear they escaped from at
the North Pole. · Jim can't understand George's wild desire to find "The
First of the Penguins", but he too gets a little involved in the search
because of the things that happen to them together. It's puzzling, and
frightening, but they seem to make some deep down sense.
Mary Q. Steele once confessed that her most intense interest is in
"natural history, especially birds" and "the puzzle of humanity's place in
the scheme of things," adding, "I suppose that is what 1 am talking
about in my books." Her statement becomes a kind of key to
understanding this book, 1 think. I recommend it for intelligent young
readers and hope that this re-issue will renew the opportunity for it to
be found in all library shelves.--Carol V. Oaks.
Stonehouse, Bernard. Sharks. Illus. by Norman Weaver. Gloucester Press,
1979. ISBN 531-03424-0. $5.90. 32p.
There seems to be general agreement among both writers and
readers that sharks are a fascinating subject Bernard Stonehouse begins
this mini book on sharks with some familiar facts about the swiftness
of their movement, the razor sharpness of their teeth and the fear that
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human beings have of them. He raises the question of whether or not
sharks are as bad as their reputation. The rest of the book appears
aimed at proving that they are. There are sixteen pages devoted to the
topics of "Jaws for Killing", "Finding a Victim", "A Diet of
Everything", "Feeding Frenzy", "The Killers", "White Terror Man
Eaters", "Avoiding Attack", and "If a Shark Closes In". The sections
are accompanied by photographs or drawings showing sharks tearing
and ripping at their victims. It's true that all of their victims are other
flsh but the preoccupation with violence is clear when only eight pages
are devoted to other aspects of sharks. There seems to be no doubt that
sharks can be deadly but when text and visuals overemphasize the frenzy
of shark attacks, it appears that the author is trying to attract readers
through a morbid fascination with the violence of sharks.
It is unfortunate that the author has chosen to do this because the
book is geared towards young children and will appeal to them through
violence instead of putting that violence into perspective as did
Blassingame's book on sharks for older children.--Lillian Heil
Walker, Lou Ann. Amy: The Story of a Deaf Child. Lodestar/Dutton, 1985.
ISBN 0-525-67145-5. $14.95. Unpaged.
The best part about Amy's story is that she comes to the reader as
A
an absolutely normal, unique eleven-year-old. Her deafness is simply a
3- 6
part of her life like her pets and her homework, and brings with it
Nonfict
plusses and minuses. (One plus is not having to do as many errands or
be responsible for answering the phone like her brother John. One
minus is that she has special teachers who take her out of the regular
classroom.)
In this black-and-white photo essay, Amy talks about her life in
ways other flfth graders can understand completely, and also shows her
special equipment and skills for communicating: the alarm clock which
flashes a light when it is time to get up, the TTY (teletypewritertelephone) which can send written messages via telephone to anyone
else with a TTY, the lip reading and signing she uses--including 36
pictures of Amy signing words and letters because her friends at school
have asked her to teach them signs and, logically, many readers will feel
the same way.
The layout is ordinary, yet the information is interesting and clear.
And Amy, with her responsive and expressive face ("When you sign,
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you have to move your face a lot . .. It helps people understand you
better."), is memorable.--James Jacobs
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